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/ 

 

LITURGICAL CALENDAR 
Masses are open to the public, with no sign-up required. 

 
Sunday 15 May FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

9.00am† 
11.00am† 

Mass (Sung Latin) 
Mass (Sung English) 
 

Monday 16 
 

1.05pm 
6.00pm 

Mass (cancelled) 
Mass at Trinity College Chapel 
 

Tuesday 17 8.20am 
1.05pm 

Mass 
Mass 
 

Wednesday 18 
 

8.20am 
1.05pm 
6.00pm 
 

Mass 
Mass 
Enrolment in the 
Carmelite Scapular 
 

Thursday 19 8.20am 
1.05pm 

Mass 
Mass 
 

Friday 20 8.20am 
12.30pm 
1.05pm 
6.30pm 
 

Mass 
Rosary 
Mass 
Sung Vespers 
 

Saturday 21 1.05pm 

6.00pm 
Mass 
Vigil Mass (Said English) 
 

Sunday 22 May SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
9.00am† 
11.00am† 

Mass (Sung Latin) 
Mass (Sung English) 
 

† Also livestreamed to our YouTube channel. 
 
We are delighted to welcome Fr Gareth Leyshon, of the Archdiocese of 
Cardiff, to celebrate our 11.00am Mass this Sunday 15 May.  Sr Ann and 
Matteo encourage you to stay after the Mass for teas and coffees in the 
Fisher Room, to welcome Fr Gareth and offer him the chance to meet us all! 
 

THIS WEEK AT FISHER HOUSE 
 

Monday 16 May 
 

6.00pm Mass at Trinity College Chapel (FB) 
 
All are very welcome to join us at 6.00pm on Monday 16 May for Mass celebrated at 
Trinity College Chapel, on Monday in the Fifth Week of Easter.  The Mass will be sung 
and offered for the intentions of the College and its members.  Our celebrant and 
preacher will be Fr Pablo de Lima. 
 
Open to all; please arrive at the Porter’s Lodge by the Great Gate on Trinity Street for 
directions.  For more information or details, please contact Gabrielle (gamhd2), who 
is the College Rep at Trinity College. 
 
With thanks to Trinity College Chapel for accommodating us.  Please note that there 
will be no 1.05pm Mass at Fisher House that Monday. 
  

Tuesday 17 May 
 

6.00pm – 6.45pm 
 
 
 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament in the Chapel 
 
 

7.00pm – 9.15pm 
 

Apologia: Speaking the Truth with Clarity and 
Charity with Georgia Clarke (FB) 

 
Inspired by our timely approach to Pentecost in the Church’s year, the Fisher Society 
has elected for this term’s Apologias (of which there are four, one for every Tuesday 
in May) to explore the theme of ‘Mission: Empowered by the Holy Spirit’. 
 
In this third instalment, Georgia Clarke will draw on her experience as Public 
Speakers’ Programme Coordinator for Catholic Voices to explain how we can use the 
gifts of the Holy Spirit to communicate a clear, attractive, and charitable defence of 
our faith. 
 
Join us as you can for a 7.00pm homecooked meal, 8.00pm talk, and 9.00pm Night 
Prayer, followed by the Black Swan Bar from 9.15pm. 
 
Georgia Clarke is Public Speakers’ Programme Coordinator for Catholic Voices, a 
communications project launched in 2010 to spearhead media relations for Pope 
Benedict XVI’s visit to the United Kingdom. Georgia read Philosophy and Theology at 
Regent’s Park College, University of College, and graduated from King’s College 
London with an MA in Medical Ethics and Law in 2020. She has appeared on BBC 
Radio, TalkRadio, and Al Jazeera News, among others. 
 
9.15pm – 10.30pm Black Swan Bar - Cambridge’s most fun and most 

Catholic bar, serving alcoholic and nonalcoholic drinks 
at prices you won’t find elsewhere! 
 

Wednesday 18 May 
 
6.15pm 
 
 
 

Enrolment in the Carmelite Scapular – come along for 
a chance to take part in a special ancient Catholic 
devotion.  We will provide the scapulars! (FB) 
 

Thursday 19 May 
 
6.15pm 
 
 

Taizé – a reflective service of candlelit prayer, with 
songs and chants.  Contact Songyuan (sz311) or 
Lakshmi (gmail) for more details. (FB) 
 

Friday 20 May 
 

3.30pm – 5.30pm 
 
 
5.15pm 
 
 
6.30pm 
 
 
7.00pm 
 
 
 
8.00pm – 11.15pm 

Sr Ann’s Open Office – all students warmly welcome 
for friendship, tea and homebaked goodies! (FB) 
 
LGBTQ Faith-Sharing Group – contact Fr Matthew 
(mjg253) or Jason (jec239) for more details. 
 
Sung Vespers – a service of thanksgiving at the close 
of the working day, with psalms and scripture. (FB) 
 
Lectio Divina – a student-led opportunity to focus on 
the Word of God, uncover its meaning, and let it speak 
to you (FB) 
 
Black Swan Bar – Cambridge’s most fun and most 
Catholic bar, serving alcoholic and nonalcoholic drinks 
at prices you won’t find elsewhere! 
 

Saturday 21 May 
 

4.30pm – 5.30pm Confessions and Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament in the Chapel 

 
Fisher House, including the Chapel of St John Fisher, is open 8.00am to 
10.00pm daily.  Students are welcome to use the Fisher Room, its kitchen, 
the Library and Terrace.  You can request interior card access at 
fisherhouse.org.uk/card-access. 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCCBAeRj17nD5awJnlsCzQDw
http://www.facebook.com/events/709704547040497
mailto:gamhd2@cam.ac.uk
http://www.facebook.com/events/400754168589675
http://www.facebook.com/events/677462416665069
https://universityofcambridgecloud-my.sharepoint.com/personal/mb2481_cam_ac_uk/Documents/Fisher%20House/Newsletters%202021-22/sz311
mailto:lakshmi.piette@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/events/834060861329658
https://www.facebook.com/events/1915783542142925
mailto:mjg253@cam.ac.uk
mailto:jec239@cam.ac.uk
https://www.facebook.com/events/503729807966625
http://www.facebook.com/events/702662697734598
http://www.fisherhouse.org.uk/card-access


Acting Chaplain: Sr Ann Swailes OP (acs92) • Priest-in-Residence: Fr Matthew Gummess O. Carm. (mjg253) 
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REFLECTION: JESUS LOVES YOU, SO YOU SHOULD LOVE WASHING UP 
 
My dear friends, 
 
This Sunday’s Gospel reminds us that we are 
commanded to love as Jesus loves.  That sounds like 
a big, if not an impossible, ask.  But God does not ask 
the impossible of his friends, and this 
commandment, while it clearly provides us with a 
challenge, is also, I think, supposed to be consoling. 
 
It is certainly intriguing. In the first place, the very fact 
that Jesus here commands us to love is somewhat 
countercultural.  For many of our contemporaries, 
and perhaps sometimes for us, too, the assumption 
is that love is something that either happens to us – 
if we are beautiful, successful, attractive – or it does 
not, if we are graceless, hopeless, losers.  If love is 
construed as above all a matter of feeling, of 
sentiment, of course, that might be a reasonable way 
of thinking.  You can’t tell me to find someone 
appealing who repels me; you can’t tell anyone else 
to have warm feelings towards me if they want to 
run a mile when they see me coming.  But then you 
cannot effectively tell people how to feel at all – not 
even God can do that.  And it is not what Jesus is 
doing here.  He is telling us not how to feel, but how 
to act, how to perform basic acts of service one for 
another, however we feel – and, again, practising 
what he preaches. If I, your Lord and master, have 
washed your feet... 
 
We can all do this.  And we can do it in the most 
humdrum circumstances and the simplest of ways: 
washing up, cooking dinner, giving a smile or 
encouraging word to a friend who is feeling low.  We 
do not all have to do great things, but, in the well-

known words of St Therese of Lisieux, we are all 
called to do little things with great love. 
 
But perhaps that doesn’t seem especially 
comforting, precisely because we are unsure if we 
are capable of love at all. We can do the little things, 
all right: we can perform our academic and social 
duties competently enough – but what if we do it all, 
not with love, but with lack of enthusiasm, even 
resentment?  Surely that doesn’t count as following 
in the Lord’s footsteps?  Here, I think, is a second way 
in which the sight of Jesus bending to wash the 
disciples’ feet is truly consoling: because, in fact, this 
is not such a little thing after all. 
 
The Old Testament contains rubrics for worship in 
the Jerusalem temple, directing that no one should 
approach the most sacred places there with dirty 
feet, and nor should anyone come into the presence 
of the King of Israel with feet unwashed.  Rabbis 
writing around the time of Jesus speak of feet-
washing as so intimate an act that it should only be 
performed by a wife for her husband.  There is 
something almost literally incredible then, in the 
humility and intimacy of Jesus, our King and our God, 
stooping to wash the feet of his disciples – and we 
can be sure that he wants just this kind of humble 
and intimate contact with us, too. 
 
Such a King, such a God, is not concerned to set traps 
for us, not out to try to show up our puny efforts to 
love as inadequate, not good enough.  Rather, he 
himself will give us the grace, the strength, with 
which to love.  We love because he first loved us – 
not in the sense of grimly fulfilling a duty, or paying 
a debt, but because his love empowers us to love in 

return.  That is the only way, the only spirit, in which 
to keep the new commandment: and it is the Spirit of 
love rendered by Jesus to the Father at his death, the 
Spirit breathed on the apostles on Easter night, the 
Spirit we await at Pentecost, who will enable us to 
do so. 
 
God bless, 

 
Sr Ann Swailes OP, Acting Chaplain (acs92) 

 

 
A poster from time immemorial, recently laminated 

for posterity, in the Fisher Room Kitchen, which 
Sr Ann and Matteo both independently thought 

rather fitted this week’s reflection. 

 
 

FISHER HOUSE NOTICES 
 
ELIZABETH KOLB MEMORIAL TRUST APPLICATIONS DEADLINE SOON! 
 
Don’t delay: applications for grants to the Elizabeth Kolb Memorial Trust from 
Catholic female students at the University of Cambridge born in the United 
Kingdom or the Republic of Ireland are due next Friday 20 May.  Find out more and 
apply at fisherhouse.org.uk/elizabeth-kolb. 
 
GIFT AID DONATIONS ON OUR NEW DIGITAL COLLECTION PLATE 
 
During the Easter vacation, we installed a new fixed digital collection plate for 
donations in the Chapel corridor, next to the icon of Our Lady of Walsingham.  The 
new terminal means that we can collect donations any day of the week, not just 
Sunday, and you can choose how much you would like to contribute towards the 
upkeep of Fisher House on each occasion.  The terminal accepts card, contactless, 
and Chip & PIN. 

The terminal also allows you to Gift Aid your donation (and, if you like, every future 
donation on the same card) after you’ve donated.  If you are a UK taxpayer and 
complete a Gift Aid declaration, your gift will be increased by 25p for every £1 
given. It helps us enormously when you Gift Aid your donation! [Please note: You 
must be a UK taxpayer. If you pay less Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax than 
the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all your donations in that tax year, then it is your 
responsibility to pay any difference.] 
 
If you would like to complete a Gift Aid declaration form, but don’t have the time to 
do so after Sunday Mass, you can also complete the declaration form online at your 
earliest convenience.  We can then use the same form to claim Gift Aid on your 
donations using the card terminal.  Complete the Gift Aid declaration form at 
donate.mydona.com/cuca-cio.

 
 

LOTS OF EXCITING THINGS SPOTTED IN CATHOLIC CAMBRIDGE! 
 
THY KINGDOM COME: AN INTRODUCTION TO CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHING, 
STARTING 7.00PM ON FRIDAY 20 MAY 
 
Sr Rose invites you to a 10-week informal online course starting at 7.00pm on 
Friday 20 May via Zoom, which will explore Catholic Social Teaching.  For more 
information or to register your interest, please contact Sr Rose at 
roserolling.op@outlook.com.  A £20 donation is suggested. 
 
WHAT WOULD IT MEANT TO BELIEVE IN DANTE? LECTURE, 5.00PM 
MONDAY 23 MAY, ST EDMUND’S COLLEGE 
 
Professor Alison Cornish of New York University, President of the Dante Society of 
America, will lecture in the Garden Room, St Edmund’s College, at 5.00pm on 
Monday 23 May.  Professor Cornish’s lecture will be based on her new, ground-
breaking book, Believing in Dante: Truth in Fiction (2022), which offers a 

compelling new take on Dante’s Divine Comedy with modern sensibilities in mind, 
bringing Dante’s poem to meaningful life today.  Addressing the characteristics that 
distance an author like Dante from the modern world, Professor Cornish will reflect 
on the value of critically and constructively engaging with texts that do not coincide 
with current worldviews.  All are welcome, and refreshments will be served. 
 
A VISION FOR LIFE STUDY RETREAT, TUESDAY 28 JUNE TO FRIDAY 1 JULY 
 
A Vision for Life is a residential study retreat led by a team of Dominican friars and 
sisters, offering a thematic overview of Catholic theology.  The retreat takes place 
from Tuesday 28 June to Friday 1 July at Douai Abbey, Berkshire, and is offered for 
students and young adults aged 18 to 35.  The topics for talks and workshops 
include the Trinity, grace, theological virtues, and preaching the Gospel in a secular 
age.  The standard cost is £140, or £70 concessions, with full bed and board 
included.  For more information, please contact dym@english.op.org. 
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